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SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Thirtieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Mission 
and  Tract  Society,  was  held  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Remsen  Street,  Sabbath  evening,  February  5,  1860. 

The  President,  Rev.  B.  C.  Cutler,  D.  D.,  occupied  the  chair. 

After  singing  and  prayer  the  Treasurer,  Henry  Sheldon, 
Esq.,  read  his  report,  showing  a  balance  of  a  little  more  than 
$600  due  him. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Rev.  W.  I.  Budixgton,  followed  by  an  Address.  Rev. 
H.  J.  Van  Dyke  then  addressed  the  meeting,  stating  that  he 
was  authorized  to  say  that  the  debt  of  the  Society  would  be 
paid  provided  the  sum  of  $3000  was  pledged  at  this  meeting 
for  the  coming  year.  Rev.  J.  E.  Rockwell,  D.  D.,  and  Mr. 
J.  H.  Raymoxd,  LL.  D.,  followed  with  urgent  appeals  in  behalf 
of  the  Society.  These  appeals  were  promptly  responded  to, 
and  the  amount  pledged.  The  meeting  was  then  adjourned 
with  the  benediction  by  the  President. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  for  business,  but  on  account 
of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  adjourned  until  Tuesday  evening, 
at  half-past  7  o'clock. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  Society  shall  be  denominated  the  "  Brooklyn  City  Mission  and  Tract 
Society,"  the  object  of  which  is  to  promote  the  interests  of  evangelical  re- 
ligion by  Missionary  effort,  and  by  the  systematic  distribution,  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Society,  of  religious  Tracts  published  by  the  American  Tract 
Society. 

ARTICLE  II. 

This  Society  shall  be  composed  of  such  persons  as  shall  contribute  annually 
to  its  funds,  or  be  actively  engaged  in  promoting  its  objects ;  together  with 
all  who  may  become  Life  Members  or  Life  Directors.  A  contribution  of  $20 
at  one  time  shall  constitute  a  Life  Member,  and  a  contribution  of  $100  at  one 
time  shall  constitute  a  Life  Director. 

ARTICLE  III. 

There  shall  be  an  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  at  such  time  in  the  month 
of  January,  and  at  such  place  as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  direct,  at  which 
a  President,  Vice  Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Recording  Secreta- 
ry, Treasurer,  and  not  less  than  forty-five  Directors  shall  be  elected- -who 
shall  constitute  a  Board  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Society.  All  the  Pas- 
tors of  evangelical  churches  in  this  city,  who  co-operate  with  this  Society  by 
contributing  to  its  funds,  shall  be  ex-officio  Vice  Presidents  thereof,  and 
members  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
The  Board  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  three  months ;  shall  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body,  and  shall  have  power  to  employ  Missionaries  and  Agents, 
and  adopt  measures  for  supplying  with  Tracts,  all  classes  of  the  community. 
The  Board  shall  annually  report  its  proceedings  to  the  Society.  Five  mem- 
bers shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  V. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  conduct  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Society  and  the  Board,  and  to  prepare  the  Annual  Report 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
The  Recording  Secretary  shall  notify  the  meetings,  and  keep  the  minutes 
of  the  Society  and  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  the  funds,  and  report  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board,  shall  be  opened  and  closed  with 
prayer. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
A  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  present  at  a  meeting 
regularly  convened  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  required  to  alter  this  Constitu. 
tion. 


BY-LAWS. 


1.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  annually  appoint,  from  their  own  number, 
a  Committee  of  not  less  than  nine  members,  of  which  the  Treasurer  shall  be 
ex-offiicio  a  member,  which  Committee  shall  have  the  general  superintend- 
ence of  th°  Tract  work  in  Brooklyn. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee,  under  the  Direction  of  the  Board, 
to  employ  Missionaries  or  Agents,  to  direct  their  labors,  to  procure  Tracts,  and 
to  superintend  the  distribution  thereof  to  every  family  within  the  bounds  of 
the  city,  and  to  raise  the  funds  from  the  churches,  or  by  subscription,  neces- 
sary for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work. 

3.  The  funds  raised  by  this  Committee,  by  contribution  in  the  churches,  or 
from  individuals,  or  by  subscription  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer,  and 
by  him  disbursed  for  the  payment  of  the  Missionaries  or  Agents,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Tracts,  and  the  general  expenses  of  the  Society. 

4.  The  President  and  Corresponding  Secretary,  with  a  Pastor  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  on  the  nomination  of  the  Executive  and  Finance  Com- 
mittee, shall  be  the  Committee  for  the  selection  of  Tracts  for  distribution. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  meet  the  Missionaries  at  least 
once  in  each  month,  to  receive  from  them  detailed  reports  of  their  labors, 
and  counsel  with  them  as  to  any  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests  of  the 
Society. 

6.  There  shall  be  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Society  in  the  months  of  Jan 
uary,  April,  July,  and  October,  at  which  time  the  Committee  and  the  Mis" 
sionaries  or  Agents  shall  make  detailed  reports  of  the  state  of  the  work  in 
their  several  fields.   At  the  close  of  every  such  meeting  there  shall  be  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

7.  Special  meetings  of  the  Missionaries  shall  be  held  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee,  for  making  reports,  prayer,  and  conference  with  the  visit- 
ors and  friends  of  the  Society,  in  the  different  churches,  at  least  once  in  each 
month,  excepting  the  months  of  July  and  August,  and  as  mnch  oftener  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

8.  At  meetings  of  the  Board  the  following  shall  be  the  order  of  business: — 
Prayer.  Minutes  of  last  meeting.  Unfinished  business.  Report  of  Commit- 
tees. E,eport  of  the  Treasurer.  New  business.  At  the  quarterly  meetings, 
or  special  meetings  of  the  Board,  the  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Prayer. 

9.  The  members'  of  the  Board  shall  be  the  Standing  Committees  for  repre- 
senting the  respective  churches  with  which  they  are  connected,  in  the  man- 
agement of  this  Society,  and  for  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Society  in  such 
churches  and  the  congregations  connected  therewith. 

10.  The  Executive  and  Finance  Committee  shall  keep  a  book  of  minutes, 
in  which  all  their  proceedings  shall  be  recorded. 

11.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  and 
Finance  Committee,  shall  be  authorzed  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board 

12.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  or  Vice-Presidents,  the  Board  may  select 
a  Chairman  pro  tern. 

13.  Each  Officer  and  Director  elected  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society  or 
Board,  shall  be  immediately  notified  thereof,  and  requested  to  signify  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  place  to  which  he  has  been  elected.  Any  member  of  the  Board 
absenting  himself  from  two  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  in  succession,  with- 
out notifying  the  President  or  Recording  Secretary,  his  seat  may  be  deolared 
vacant,  and  an  election  made  at  such  meeting  to  supply  the  vacancy. 
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PRESIDENT : 
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South  Congregational. 
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South  Roformed  Dutch. 
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R.  J.  Dodge, 
T.  Nelson, 
H.  Ide, 
A.  E.  Earle, 
J.  P.  Wallace, 
H.  Sheldon, 
J.  Scrymser, 
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First  Presbyterian,  Henry  Street. 


Second  Presbyterian 


First  Presbyterian,  Remsen  Street. 


Third  Presbyterian. 


South  Presbyterian. 


Central  Presbyterian. 


Westminster  Presbyterian. 


Park  Presbyterian. 


By  virtue  of  the  Constitution  those  gentlemen  who  have  con- 
tributed Twenty  Dollars  within  the  past  year,  are  Life  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 


Rev.  H.  BELDEN,  263  Pearl  St.         J.  SHERIDAN,  504  Columbia  Street. 
H.  MOWRY,  246  Cumberland  St.        W.  ROCKWELL,  395  Pacific  St. 
D.  M.  HEYDRICK,  277  Fultox  Av.      C.  C.  MUDGE,  48  Court  St. 


The  stated  meetings  of  the  Board  will  be  held  quarterly,  on  the  last  Mon- 
day evening  in  tho  months  of- January,  April,  July,  and  October,  immediate- 
ly after  the  devotional  meetings  of  the  Society  on  those  evenings,  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  measures  for  the  efficient  prosecution  of  the  Tract  work, 
-and  for  arranging  and  determining  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Society. 

There  will  be  monthly  meetings  of  the  Tract  Visitors  for  prayer,  in  the 
different  sections  of  the  city,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  Missionaries. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  this  Society  began  its  opera- 
tions— the  period  which  describes  the  existence  of  a  generation 
of  mankind.  It  is  a  solemn  and  suggestive  boundary  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Society ;  and  would  that,  in  passing  it,  we  could  con- 
sole ourselves  with  the  conviction  that  we  have  done  what  we 
could  for  the  generation  that  has  gone  to  be  judged.  The  ma- 
terials of  our  history  are  not  at  hand,  if  indeed  they  are  in 
existence.  It  is  a  pleasant  reflection,  however,  that  our  history 
upon  the  whole  has  been  one  of  progress. 

Previous  to  1847  fnere  were  about  70  visitors,  and  a  single 
missionary.  In  that  year  a  number  of  brethren  in  South  Brook- 
lyn inaugurated  a  new  movement  by  which  the  city  was  divided 
into  two  parts,  "  the  Northern  and  Southern  Divisions,"  and  87 
visitors  and  two  missionaries  were  employed  in  the  Southern 
division.  The  impulse  thus  given  to  the  work  in  South  Brooklyn 
was  soon  felt  in  the  Northern  half,  and  operations  were  again 
carried  on  under  one  management — one  committee  taking  care 
of  the  whole  city.  Since  that  time,  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
the  contributions  have  increased  from  $2,1 34  to  $6,056 ;  the 
missionaries  from  three  to  eight ;  visitors  from  254  to  587  and 
tracts  distributed,  from  128,000  to  349,000.  But  the  growth 
has  not  equalled  that  of  our  population.  The  22d  Annual  Re- 
port, presented  eight  years  ago,  computed  the  population  at 
something  more  than  100,000,  when  six  missionaries  were  em- 
ployed, 450  visitors,  and  270,000  tracts  distributed.  With 
twice  this  population  we  have  only  eight  missionaries,  587  visi- 
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tors,  and  a  distribution  of  about  350,000  tracts.  The  dispro- 
portion, however,  is  not  as  great  as  these  figures  represent, 
since,  with  one  exception,  all  our  missionaries  at  the  present 
period  devote  all  their  time  to  the  work  of  the  Society,  whereas 
in  1852,  no  one  of  them  gave  more  than  half  their  time. 
The  statistics  of  the  year  past  are  as  follows : 


.   Number  of  Missionaries  employed   8 

"         Visitors   587 

Tracts  distributed  in  the  Navy  Yard  and 

Public  Institutions   34,918 

Tracts  distributed  among  the  shipping.  28,427 

"  «         in  the  city   262,631 

Child's  Papers  distributed   24,000 

Total  349,976 

Bibles  supplied  to  the  destitute   504 

Testaments   483 

Children  gathered  into  Sunday  Schools   596 

Temperance  Pledges  obtained   379 

Persons  induced  to  attend  Church   423 

Prayer-meetings  hel d   1,003 

Family  Visits  made  by  Missionaries   10,476 

Backsliders  Reclaimed   31 

Hopeful  Conversions   101 

United  with  Evangelical  Churches   73 


These  statistics  are  valuable  and  indispensable  as  an  out  line 
history:  and  each  one  of  these  figures  is  a  linger-point  to  some 
labor  of  love,  to  which  the  spirit  of  Christ  has  prompted,  and  over 
many  of  which  angels  in  heaven  have  rejoiced.  The  promotion 
of  the  interests  of  true  religion,  outside  of  our  Churches,  and 
amid  the  multitudes  who  have  placed  themselves  beyond  the 
reagjti  of  the  saving  influence  of  Christianity,  is  the  object  of  this 
Society,  and  this  object  is  sought  by  means  of*  missionary  effort 
and  the  distribution  of  religions  tracts.  Of  the  eight  mission- 
aries, all  but  one.  have  devoted  all  their  time  to  the  work  of 
this  Society.  One,  who  for  three  years  has  labored  in  South 
Brooklyn,  reports  that  although  the  past  year  has  not  been  sig- 
nalized, as  some  others  have,  by  special  outpourings  of  the  Spirit 
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of  God,  yet  the  presence  and  blessing  of  God  lias  followed  him 
since  our  last  anniversary.  He  lias  ministered  comfort  and  sal- 
vation to  many  sick  and  dying  persons,  and  says  that  the  city 
missionary  is  often  sent  for  by  persons  when  in  affliction,  who 
had  at  other  times  treated  him  with  contempt. 

"  Some  of  my  happiest  hours,"  he  writes,  "have  been  spent  by 
the  bed-sides  of  dying  Romanists,  who  appeared  to  drink  in  the 
precious  truths  of  the  gospel  of  peace.  An  intelligent  man,  to 
whom  I  had  been  introduced  by  a  lady  from  whom  he  had  hired 
apartments,  spoke  of  me  when  he  was  dying,  and  said  he  was 
constantly  thinking  of  the  gospel  which  I  had  proclaimed  in  his 
hearing.  When  his  friends  spoke  of  the  priest,  and  asked  him 
if  he  wished  to  see  him,  he  replied  that  6  Jesus  was  his  Saviour, 
and  he  wanted  no  other.' 

44  4 1  do  not  believe  in  future  punishment,'  said  a  Romanist  to 
me  a  few  days  ago.  When  pressed  to  give  her  reasons  she  said, 
4  she  could  not  believe  in  a  hell,  without  believing,  as  she  had 
been  instructed,  that  all  Protestants  went  there,  and  that  could 
not  be  true,  as  some  of  them  were  the  most  pious  and  benevolent 
people  in  the  world.'  Another  said  4 1  would  like  to  have  you 
at  my  bed-side,  if  I  were  dying,  and  I  shall  never  forget  the 
clay  when' you  spoke  to  my  wife,  who  is  now  dead.  Why  do  the 
priests  forbid  us  to  hear  you,  or  associate  with  Protestants, 
many  of  whom  are  better  than  us.  Come  and  see  me  often,  for  I 
do  not  fear  the  priest.'  This  missionary  unites  with  others,  and 
with  the  superintendent,  in  thinking  that  the  distrust  and  pre- 
judice of  the  Romanists  is  disappearing,  and  that  they  are  learn- 
ing that  Protestants  are,  after  all,  their  best  friends. 

Another  writes :  44 1  visit  among  the  shipping,  and  find  ready 
access  to  officers  and  men.  They  are  the  most  accessible  to 
friendly  direct  converse  on  the  subject  of  religion,  of  any  class 
in  the  community.  Being  transient  and  occasional  visitors  at 
our  wharves,  most  of  them  are  strangers  and  feel  a  backward- 
ness to  attend  church,  lest  they  should  intrude  upon  tlic  rights 
of  others ;  but  the  attentions  of  Christian  men  who  visit  them  on 
board  their  vessels,  are  received  as  a  kindness.  A  good  Bethel 
Church  somewhere  near  Fulton  Ferry,  is  much  needed  in  Brooklyn" 
The  last  sentence  is  underscored  by  the  missionary,  and  de- 
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serves  the  attention  of  our  Churches  without  delay.  He  also 
adds,  in  language  proper,  not  to  one,  but  to  all  the  missionaries 
of  this  Society :  6  I  spend  many  pleasant  and  I  trust  profitable 
hours  with  a  great  many  sick  and  dying  people,  who  need  and 
long  for  the  ministrations  of  religion,  but  belong  to  no  congre- 
gation, and  have  no  pastor  to  whom  they  can  look.  I  am  often 
impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  if  the  blessings  of  the  City 
Mission  extended  to  none  others,  the  expense  and  the  labor  would 
be  well  laid  out.  Not  long  ago,  a  poor  dying  woman,  whom  1 
had  visited  many  times,  clasped  my  hand  in  hers,  and  with  much 
earnestness  said,  6  You  have  saved  my  soul :  I  should  have  lain 
here  without  any  one  to  speak  a  word  to  me  about  the  Saviour, 
or  to  offer  prayer  in  my  behalf,  if  you  had  not  come.' " 

Speaking  of  this  class,  another  writes  :  "  Few  are  inaccessible 
to  the  claims  of  religion,  when  presented  at  their  own  homes 
with  kindness  and  sympathy.  In  nearly  all  cases  where  I  have 
visited  enough  to  become  known,  1  am  received  with  cordial 
kindness  and  attention,  and  often  hear  complaints  of  the  infre- 
quency  of  my  calls.  One  can  hardly  realize  how  literally  the 
City  Missonary  is  called  to  4  visit  the  widow  and  the  fatherless' 
in  their  affliction." 

Our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  make  more  extracts,  and 
these  are  quoted  to  show  the  nature  of  the  work  done  by  this 
Society. 

We  cannot  close  our  Report,  without  re-affirming  the  great 
importance  of  the  enterprize  of  City  Missions.  In  every  aspect 
as  regards  religion,  charity,  and  social  order,  they  appeal  to 
every  Christian  and  citizen. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  indispensable  to  a  vital  Chris- 
tianity. This  will  not,  cannot  be  called  into  question.  To  the 
poor  the  gospel  is,  and  must  be  preached.  Christ  himself  made 
it  the  sign  of  His  mission :  and  he  still  requires  it.  as  the  evi- 
dence of  fidelity  to  Him.  Nor  will  Christians  be  backward  to 
render  it.  Were  there  no  written  law  to  enforce  the  duty,  it 
would  be  the  spontaneous  outgrowth  of  Christian  love.  By  just 
so  much  as  we  value  the  gospel  for  ourselves  and  our  children, 
shall  we  make  effort  to  extend  it  to  those  about  us — the  poor, 
the  ignorant,  the  disabled,  and  the  imprisoned.  Destroy  this  arm 
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of  Christian  service  and  in  what  way  would  the  Christians  of 
Brooklyn  be  doing-,  or  even  attempting  to  do  the  work  of  evan- 
gelization in  this  city  Our  churches  are  mostly  built  for  fche 
proprietors  :  and  it  would  be  the  standing  disgrace  of  our 
Protestantism,  that  to  the  poor  the  gospel  was  not  preached. 
Besides  this,  Christ  is  speaking  to  these  churches  in  the  per- 
sons of  the  hungry,  and  naked,  and  imprisoned,  saying,  "  inas- 
much as  ye  did  it  not  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not 
unto  me."  There  are  thousands  gathered  in  our  city  and  county 
Institutions,  and  no  adequate  provisions,  to  this  day,  have  been 
made  for  their  spiritual  wants.  Destroy  this  Society,  or  rather, 
renounce  the  work  represented  by  it,  and  we  remove  Christ 
himself,  so  immediate  and  necessary  an  outgrowth  is  this  work 
of  Christianity. 

2.  A  second  claim  which  this  Society  has  on  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  community,  is  its  indispensableness  as  an 
almoner  of  public  charity.  The  great  problem  of  pauperism 
cannot  be  solvod  apart  from  Christian  missions.  Alms  given 
to  the  needy  by  public  authorities,  and  unaccompanied  by  Chris- 
tian love  and  truth,  increase  the  evil  and  inflame  the  appetite. 
There  is  no  question  striking" deeper  into  the  philosophy  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  into  the  nature  of  Christianity,  than  this  of  the 
proper  organization  of  alms-giving.  It  is  -evident  that  God  has 
not  made  this  an  easy  duty,  and  does  not  mean  that  men  should 
either  understand  or  discharge  this  duty,  without  patient  and 
pains-taking  study.  The  evils  of  pauperism  are  to  a  great  ex- 
ten  penal  evils,  and  cannot  be  understood  except  by  referring 
them  to  sin,  nor  remedied  except  by  bringing  home  to  the  sinner 
the  evangelical  remedies  of  repentance  and  faith.  Dr.  Chal- 
mers, by  his  great  and  successful  experiments  in  Glasgow,  has 
enounced  and  sufficiently  illustrated  the  principles  by  which 
the  real  wants  of  the  poor  can  be  met,  and  the  sources  of  pau- 
perism reached  and  abated.  Charity  divorced  from  the  Church, 
or  rather,  a  ministration  to  the  poor  separated  from  the  gospel, 
enforcing  the  obligations  of  industry,  economy  and  goodness,  is 
more  than  questionable  :  it  does  more  harm  than  good.  The  in- 
telligent Christian  and  the  wise  philanthropist  alike,  will  make 
Christian  institutions  and  Christian  almoners  the  special  dispen- 
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sers  of  their  cliarities.  It  should  be  repeated,  until  all  conscien- 
tious  people  understand,  that  alms  given  at  the  door  to  vagrant 
beggars,  is  so  much  given  to  maintain  imposture  and  cruelly  de- 
fraud the  needy.  Personal  visitation,  accompanying  alms  with 
intelligent  instruction  and  Christian  sympathy,  is  indispensable 
to  true  alms-giving.  Our  city  missionaries  act  as  almoners  of 
Christian  charity,  and  are  always  ready  to  give  their  time,  and 
apply  their  experience  to  this  work.  They  save  more  than  is 
given,  and  more  tjian  their  annual  stipends,  by  thus  making 
public  benefactions  the  enforcements  of  virtue  and  religion. 
Indeed  our  missionaries,  as  conservators  of  the  public  peace,  in 
the  suppression  of  intemperance  and  crime,  and  the  maintenance 
of  social  order,  might  well  be  supported  from  the  public  treas- 
ury, as  a  part  of  the  police  of  the  city :  and  the  cessation  of 
their  labors  would  entail  upon  the  city  an  additional  burden, 
beyond  the  aggregate  of  their  united  salaries. 

3.  We  add  but  one  more  consideration  to  enforce  the  claims 
of  city  missions.  They  promote  the  work  of  general  visitation 
by  the  members  of  our  Churches,  and  are  indispensable  to  the 
adoption  and  successful  working  of  a  systematic  visitation  by 
Christians  generally-  The  objection  has  existed  iri  some  minds, 
that  the  employment  of  paid  missionaries  stands  in  the  way  of 
the  personal  activity  of  Christians,  and  lessens,  in  their  minds, 
the  sense  of  resposibility.  Were  it  so  we  would  abandon  the 
work,  dear  as  it  is  to  us  in  other  respects— for  nothing  can 
replace  the  activity  of  Christ's  Church :  it  is  the  divinely  ap- 
pointed agency  for  the  renovation  of  the  world.  But  facts  show 
that  our  city  missionaries  stimulate  to  Christian  activity  among 
the  poor ;  and  that  their  services  are  most  highly  appreciated, 
and  most  frequently  invoked,  when  Christian  men  and  women 
are  most  active  and  most  conscientious  in  that  pure  and  unde- 
fined religion,  which  is  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their 
affliction.  Whoever  engages  in  this  work  will  find  persons  out 
of  employment,  and  needing  for  a  time  such  attention  as  only  a 
missionary  can  render;  and  if  the  voluntary  laborer  cannot  call 
in  such  help,  lie  will  fail  of  rendering  the  assistance  absolutely 
necessary,  and  will  suffer  defeat  and  disappointment. 
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In  one  word,  so  vitally  connected  is  this  work  of  City  Missions 
with  a  working  Christianity,  so  promotive  is  it  of  a  healthful 
activity  in  our  Churches,  that  it  needs  only  to  be  known  to  be 
valued.  And  this  is  the  cure  for  our  empty  treasury.  It  is  not 
the  want  of  money,  nor  the  want  of  Christian  liberality.  It  is 
simply  ignorance  on  the  part  of  our  Churches,  of  the  indispen- 
sableness  of  this  enterprise,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  is  inter- 
woven with  the  prosperity  of  religion  in  our  Churches,  and  with 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  our  city. 


INCIDENTS  OF  TRACT  EFFORT. 


Mr.  E.  and  his  wife  were  living,  when  I  first  ionnd  them,  in  a  miserable 
basement,  destitute  of  almost  everything,  even  the  common  wants  of  life. 
Though  sunk  almost  to  a  level  with  the  brutes,  it  was  evident,  from  some  ex- 
pressions, that  they  had  seen  better  days,  and  I  resolved  to  call  when  they 
were  more  free  from  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  see  what  I  could  make  of 
them.  From  an  intercourse  of  some  weeks  I  learned  that  they  had  been  in  , 
good  circumstances  ;  that  the  intemperance  of  Mr.  E.  had  been  the  cause  of 
their  present  condition,  and  that  Mrs.  E.  had  contracted  the  same  evil  habit. 
All  remonstrances  were  without  avail  for  months,  as  I  thought,  but  it  after- 
wards appeared  that  an  influence  was  constantly  exerted,  increasing  from 
time  to  time,  until  Mrs.  E.,  utterly  ashamed  of  her  course  and  despising  her- 
self, resolved  to  abstain  if — as  she  said  one  day — if  it  killed  her.  The  struggle 
was  a  hard  one,  but  she  conquered,  and  her  husband  seeing  the  effects  of  her 
reform  began  himself  to  reflect,  and  in  time  signed  a  pledge.  They  have 
removed  from  their  dismal  hole,  and  are  dwelling  where  they  can  inhale  a 
purer  air,  both  natural  and  moral,  and  are  doing  what  they  can  to  advance 
the  cause  of  temperance.  Already  several  of  their  former  associates  in  this 
cursed  habit  of  drink  have  reformed,  and  signed  the  pledge.  They  are  reg- 
ular in  their  attendance  at  church,  and  I  hope  before  long  to  see  them  Chris- 
tians. 

More  than  six  years  ago  there  lived  in  my  district  a  widowed  mother,  who 
had  a  son  who,  though  taught  to  revere  and  obey  God,  had  by  evil  influences 
been  led  far  astray.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  determined  to  leave  home,  and 
did  so,  choosing  a  seafaring  life.  Changing  the  peaceful  fire-side,  and  a 
mother's  love  and  watchful  care,  for  the  excitement  of  the  sailor's  life,  he  was 
necessarily  exposed  to  many  dangers,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  example 
of  his  fellow  sailors.  He  soon  acquired  a,  love  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and 
went  to  every  excess,  never  bringing  a  dollar  of  his  wages  to  his  poor  mother. 
I  had  frequently  remonstrated  with  him  on  his  course,  and  though  he  paid 
no  regard  to  my  words,  he  always  listened  respectfully,  professing  much  affec- 
tion for  me.  Five  years  were  thus  spent  in  sin  About  eighteen  months  since, 
on  his  return  from  a  voyage,  I  persuaded  hi  in  to  attend  a  prayer-meeting, 
when  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  services.  During  his  stay  in  port  he 
continued  to  attend,  and  on  again  leaving  took  a  Bible,  which  he  promised 


INCIDENTS  OF  TRACT  EFFORT. 


17 


to  road.  I  need  not  say  that  many  prayers  had  been  offered  by  his  pious  mo- 
ther, prayers  now  made  more  urgent  in  the  hope  of  a  reformation.  A  few- 
days  since  a  letter  was  received,  rejoicing  the  heart  of  his  mother.  It  was 
dated  from  a  southern  port,  and  expressed  his  thankfulness  for  the  efforts 
which  had  been  made  in  his  behalf;  efforts  which  had  been  the  means  of 
causing  him  to  consider  his  ways,  and  of  leading  him  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  through  whom  he  hopes  he  has  found  acceptance  with 
God. 

Down  in  C  street  there  lives  an  aged  woman,  on  whose  brow  the  storms 

of  seventy  winters  have  set  their  seal.  When  I  first  made  her  acquaintance, 
she  seemed  to  have  little  or  no  apprehension  of  her  situation  as  a  sinner,  near 
the  close  of  life,  soon  to  appear  before  a  holy  God.  Her  attention  was  directed 
to  this  subject,  and  the  blessing  of  God  seemed  early  to  rest  upon  our  endeav- 
ors. Some  weeks  since  she  thought  she  had  been  accepted  and  pardoned 
through  Christ,  and  now  manifests  a  strong  desire  to  grow  in  grace,  and  to 
employ  the  few  days  still  allowed  her  in  doing  something  for  Him  who  has 
so  graciously  dealt  with  her  in  her  old  age.  Though  very  feeble  in  body,  her 
mind  is  clear  and  collected.  She  speaks  of  herself  as  a  miracle  of  grace,  and 
blesses  God  "  that  He,  in  his  great  kindness,  sent  the  Tract  Visitor,  to  be  the 
means  of  opening  her  blind  eyes,  and  leading  her  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth." 

Some  months  since  a  very  intelligent  man  was  introduced  to  me  by  a  friend, 
and  induced  to  attend  a  prayer-meeting  which  I  held  in  his  neighborhood. 
Sometime  after  his  first  attendance  it  was  observed  that  he  seemed  more  than 
usually  serious,  and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  he  requested  me  to  walk  home 
with  him.  On  our  way  he  opened  his  heart,  from  which  he  appeared  to  be 
under  very  powerful  conviction  of  sin.  I  conversed  freely  with  him,  both  on 
the  way  and  in  his  room,  where  we  read,  and  talked,  and  prayed,  till  very 
late  at  night.  We  met  frequently  after  this,  and  at  length  it  pleased  a  mer- 
ciful God  to  give  him  peace.  I  introduced  him  to  the  pastor  of  a  Church  of 
the  denomination  he  preferred,  by  whom  he  was  counselled,  and  he  is  to-day 
a  member  of  that  Church. 

Found  in  a  room  on  the  third  story,  a  young  man  far  gone  with  consump- 
tion. Early  in  life  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  religious  education,  and 
the  godly  example  of  pious  parents.  But  breaking  away  from  every  restraint, 
he  ran  away  with  an  ungodly  companion  from  home,  and  went  on  board  a 
ship  as  cabin-boy.  Here  his  early  impressions  were  soon  erased,  parents  and 
home  forgotten,  and  for  many  years  he  abandoned  himself  to  every  vice.  This 
course  of  life  produced  the  result  which  might  be  expected.  Broken  down, 
and  with  no  prospect  of  recovery,  he  had  come  back  to  die.  I  have  had  many 
conversations  with  him,  and  furnished  him  with  much  good  reading  matter. 
He  is  always  glad  to  see  me  and  quite  attentive  to  his  soul's  interests,  and  I 
have  great  hopes  of  his  case. 

A  great  change  begins  to  appear  in  a  family  where  much  labor  has  been 
bestowed.  The  husband  is  an  intelligent  man,  a  printer  by  trade.  As  among 
many  who  have  no  settled  views  of  religion,  the  doctrines  of  repentance 
and  faith  in  Christ  were  strange  and  new.    He  had  neither  read  the  Bible 
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nor  attended  Church,  and  his  wife,  like  him,  had  entirely  neglected  every 
means  of  grace.  Of  course  their  children,  five  in  number,  had  no  religious 
instruction.  Indeed  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  another  family  in  their  con- 
dition, so  utterly  ignorant  of  divine  things.  A  Testament  which  I  gave  to 
one  of  the  children,  was  made  a  blessing  to  the  family,  awakening  inquiry 
and  stirring  up  their  hearts.  They  are  now  in  an  inquiring  state  of  mind, 
regular  in  their  attendance  at  church,  and  I  have  great  hopes  that  the  parents 
and  a  part  of  the  children  will  be  led  to  repentance. 

Have  been  enabled  this  month  to  administer  comfort  to  an  aged  colored 
woman,  a  sister  in  Christ,  but  a  wanderer  from  his  fold.  An  intemperate 
husband  and  a  helpless  daughter,  had  been  for  long,  long  months  a  trial, 
until  she  began  to  have  hard  thoughts  toward  God,  restrained  prayer,  and 
neglected  the  sanctuary.  She  felt  it  a  privilege  to  meet  one  who  could  un- 
derstand and  sympathize  with  her.  We  talked  together  of  the  sovereignty, 
the  justice,  the  wisdom,  and  the  goodness  of  God,  who  never  afflicted  his  chil- 
dren but  for  their  good,  and  had  pledged  himself  that  ail  things  should  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  loved  him,  until  light  began  to  break  in  upon 
her  soul.  We  then  prayed  together,  and  I  left.  At  a  subsequent  visit  I  found 
her  enjoying  again  the  presence  of  her  Saviour. 

I  attended,  a  few  days  since,  the  funeral  of  a  young  man  of  seventeen,  who 
has  lived  sometime  in  my  district.  The  family  are  strangers,  having  been  in 
this  city  only  about  a  year.  Living  in  England  in  comfort,  they  have  here 
been  subjected  to  extreme  poverty  and  hardship.  The  parents  both  profess 
to  see  the  hand  of  God  in  their  affliction,  and  appear  to  have  returned  from 
their  backslidings.  This  is  one  of  those  cases,  alas,  too  numerous,  in  which 
the  attention  of  a  faithful  Christian  might  have  kept  a  brother  from  straying 
from  the  paths  of  holiness. 

I  went  into  the  basement  of  a  tenant  house  in  Hudson  Avenue  to  look  after 
a  family,  whom  I  had  lost  sight  of  for  several  months,  in  consequence  of  their 
removal.  I  heard  they  were  living  in  a  wretched  way,  but  I  found  the  half 
had  not  been  told  me.  Everything  about  them  betokened  poverty,  careless- 
ness, and  extreme  wretchedness,  lit  was  all  the  effects  of  intemperance,  into 
which  both  the  man  and  his  wife  had  fallen.  After  conversing  awhile  with 
the  man,  I  inquired  for  his  wife.  He  said  she  was  at  home.  She  was  in  the 
other  room,  but  very  unwilling  to  show  herself.  I  called  to  her  requesting 
her  to  come  out,  and  with  much  reluctance  she  came.  Her  personal  appear- 
ance and  her  dress  corresponded  with  that  of  the  rooms,  and  everything 
around.  It  was  not  surprising  that  she  was  ashamed  to  appear,  for  she  was 
naturally  an  intelligent  woman,  and  had  known  what  it  was  to  live  in  de- 
cency and  respectability.  I  sat  down  with  them  on  such  seats  as  the  place 
afforded,  and  endeavored  with  great  plainness,  though  at  the  same  time  with 
much  kindness,  to  set  their  case  before  them  as  it  was.  I  showed  them  the 
nature  and  consequences  of  their  present  course,  and  warned  them  of  the  mis- 
ery, temporal  and  eternal,  that  was  before  them.  I  then  said  they  might  see 
better  days.  If  they  would  turn  to  the  Lord,  they  might  have  inward  peace 
and  comfort  in  their" dismal  habitation,  and  if  faithful  and  persevering  they 
might,  with  God's  blessing,  see  their  dark  basement  turned  into  nleasant- 
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upper  rooms,  or  even  a  whole  house.  I  appealed  to  them  in  behalf  of  their 
children,  now  in  danger  of  being  ruined  by  the  evil  example  and  repulsive 
behaviour  of  their  parents.  This  seemed  to  touch  their  hearts,  and  both  of 
them  wept. 

I  asked  the  woman  if  she  would  now  stop  in  her  course  and  obey  God,  doing 
what  he  requires,  and  refraining  from  what  he  forbids?  With  some  hesita- 
tion she  promised  that  she  would.  I  then  asked  her  to  promise  that  she 
would  not  drink  another  drop  of  intoxicating  liquor.  She  looked  toward  her 
husband  and  said  she  wanted  him  to  promise  too.  I  said  "  I  will  talk  to  him 
presently  ;  I  want  you  to  promise  now."  She  gave  her  promise,  and  I  then  got 
the  man  to  promise  the  same.  They  also  both  agreed  to  attend  a  prayer- 
meeting,  which  I  appointed  for  the  next  evening  especially  for  their  benefit. 
Lest  they  should  be  discouraged  by  the  greatness  of  their  difficulties,  J  encour- 
aged them  to  patient  effort  and  continuance  in  well  doing.  "  If  you  meet  with 
hindrances,"  I  said,  "  and  do  not  get  along  as  fast  as  you  could  wish,  still  press 
on.  If  you  fail  for  a  moment,  pause  and  begin  again."  Reading  in  the  wo- 
man's face  indications  of  quick  and  violent  temper,  I  told  her  she  must  strive 
to  have  her  temper  subdued,  and  if  at  any  time  she  should  forget  herself  and 
speak  hastily  to  her  husband  and  children,  she  must  immediately  stop  and 
begin  again,  looking  up  to  God  for  help.  She  said  she  was  afraid  it  would 
be  of  no  use  for  her  to  try  and  do  right  and  serve  the  Lord,  because  she  was 
so  great  a  sinner — she  had  been  so  wicked.  I  replied  by  showing  what  the 
gospel  says  about  such  things.  During  the  conversation  I  turned  their  atten- 
tion particularly  to  such  passages  as  these  :  "  He  subdueth  our  iniquities." 
"As  for  our  transgressions  he  shall  purge  them  away."  "  God  having  raised 
up  his  son  Jesus  sent  him  to  bless  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you  from 
his  iniquities."  I  advised  them  to  read  the  Bible  every  day  in  their  family. 
After  prayer,  as  I  was  about  leaving  the  woman,  she  said,  "  When  you  came 
in  I  did  not  want  to  see  you,  but  now  1  am  glad  you  came." 

The  next  evening  they  were  present  at  the  prayer-meeting.  Most  of  the 
prayers  were  offered  directly  in  their  behalf.  At  the  close  of  this  meeting  I 
appointed  another,  and  got  their  promise  to  attend.  When  I  arrived  I  found 
them  both  there.  I  suggested,  as  at  the  previous  meeting,  that  the  prayers 
be  offered  especially  for  these  persons.  When  the  meeting  was  about  half 
through,  and  while  one  of  the  brethren  was  leading  in  earnest  prayer,  the 
man  seemed  suddenly  filled  with  overpowering  conviction.  He  cried  out 
aloud,  and  throwing  up  his  arms,  besought  God  to  have  mercy  on  his  wretched 
soul.  After  a  little  time  he  became  more  quiet,  and  as  the  meeting  con- 
tinued he  seemed  much  engaged  in  the  exercises.  A  while  after,  as  another 
person  was  praying,  he  broke  out  into  audible  and  fervent  praises,  intimat- 
ing that  God  had  spoken  peace  to  his  soul.  His  wife  was  much  wrought  upon, 
but  did  not  give  any  decisive  evidence  that  she  was  converted. 

Our  next  meeting  was  held  at  their  house.  There  was  a  very  great  change 
in  the  external  aspect  of  things.  The  room  was  scrubbed,  the  stove  blacked, 
and  everything  looked]  cheerful.  They  informed  me  that  they  had  com- 
menced family  worship,  in  which  they  both  took  great  interest.  The  woman 
did  not  yet  profess  to  be  converted.  A  few  days  after,  as  I  called  in,  she  said 
there  was  a  great  change  in  her  feelings  from  what  they  were  formerly,  but 
she  did  not  venture  to  say  that  she  had  found  the  Lord.    I  inquired  if  she 
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kept  clear  of  the  intoxicating  cup  ?  She  replied  that  she  had  thus  far,  and 
expressed  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  that  vice.  Both  the  man  and  his  wife  a 
few  evenings  afterwards,  gave  an  account  of  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  their 
souls,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present.  The  man,  speaking  of  his 
wretched  condition  before  conversion,  said  he  was  almost  gone — and  referring 
to  God's  goodness  in  saving  him,  he  was  for  a  moment  overcome  by  uncon- 
trollable emotions.  Since  then  I  have  watched  over  them  with  much  solici- 
tude. Their  course  has  not  been  faultless,  but  I  trust  God  has  begun  a  good 
work  in  them,  and  will  carry  it  on. 

In  the  forecastle  of  a  ship  I  had  a  conversation  with  four  young  men.  I 
addressed  them  in  a  plain  and  pointed  manner  concerning  the  interests  of 
their  souls,  and  the  importance  of  their  giving  earnest  and  diligent  heed  to 
the  subject  without  further  delay.  They  listened  to  all  I  said  with  serious 
attention ;  and  when  I  put  the  question  separately  to  each  one,  whether  he 
did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  a  Christian,  every  one  of  them  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  I  then  addressed  them  further  and  proposed  to  offer  prayer,  in- 
viting them  to  kneel  down  with  me,  which  they  all  did.  I  think  we  all  felt 
that  it  was  good  to  be  there,  and  that  the  Spirit  was  helping  our  infirmities 
to  ask  for  things  aright.  When  we  arose  I  observed  tears  on  one  young  man's 
cheeks.    The  place  was  so  dark  I  could  not  distinctly  see  the  others. 

On  board  a  canal  boat  I  found  a  woman  who  appeared  to  be  employed  there. 
She  seemed  to  have  but  little  apprehension  of  spiritual  things,  though  evi- 
dently possessing  a  good  degree  of  intelligence.  I  warned  her  of  the  danger 
of  losing  her  soul,  and  exhorted  her  to  give  her  heart  to  Christ.  The  earn- 
estness of  my  manner,  or  the  plainness  of  my  remarks,  with  perhaps  the  con- 
victions of  her  own  conscience,  seemed  to  disconcert  her.  She  turned  her  face 
away  and  looked  out  of  the  window,  as  though  she  would  escape  the  necessity 
of  a  reply.  She  acknowledged  that  she  was  not  a  Christian,  but  still  seemed 
inclined  not  to  say  much.  I  told  her  the  dying  hour  must  come,  and  she  must 
give  an  account  to  God  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body  ;  and  it  would  be  a  sad 
thing  for  her  to  lie  on  her  dying  bed,  without  the  needed  preparation  for  so 
8olemn  an  event.  I  warned  her  of  the  danger  of  delay,  gave  her  two  or  three 
Tracts,  and  left,  saying  that  I  should  not  probably  ever  meet  her  again  until 
we  met  at  the  Judgment  seat  of  Christ.  As  I  went  up  the  steps  she  thanked 
me. 

Mr.  ,  whom  i  hwe  habitually  visited  in  his  wasting  sickness,  has 

passed  away.  His  hope  and  confidence  in  his  Saviour  did  not  fail  him,  though 
obtained  on  his  sick  bed,  but  brightened  to  the  last,  while  he  exhorted  his 
friends  around  his  bed  to  meet  him  in  heaven! — commending  them  to  the 
mercy  he  had  found. 

I  had  many  kind  and  faithful  interviews  with  his  attentive  and  most  af- 
fectionate wife,  both  before  and  since  his  death.  She  had  hope  for  her  hus- 
band, but  none  for  herself.  At  a  subsequent  interview  I  was  greatly  relieved 
to  find  her  leaning,  tremblingly  but  confidingly,  on  Him  whose  promises  to 
widows  are  so  tender  and  gracious.  Her  hope  and  trust  continued  to  increase 
until  her  cheerful  countenance  told  of  the  peace  within. 

Wishing  to  introduce  a  lately  converted  man  and  his  wife  to  a  family  of 
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tlieir  own  nation,  who  from  a  life  of  plenty  were  now  in  absolute  want,  I  called 
on  the  man  to  take  to  them  some  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  which  had 
been  collected  for  their  comfort.  He  saw  enough  at  this  call  to  awaken  his 
tympathy,  and,  failing  to  collect  some  money  due  him,  he  asked  his  wife  how 
much  she  had  left  of  the  week's  stock.  This  was  Saturday.  She  replied  she 
had  only  enough  to  buy  to-morrow's  dinner.  "  Well,  wife,  it  is  now  a  long 
time  since  we  have  been  without  a  dinner.  We  will  omit  ours  to-morrow, 
and  if  you  will  go  and  buy  a  dinner  for  this  poor  family,  I  will  take  it  to  them 
to-night."  It  was  as  promptly  done  as  offered,  and  the  next  time  I  saw  the 
poor  woman,  she  told  me,  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude,  of  "  the 
nice  large  piece  of  meat  and  the  vegetables  which  they  brought  her ;"  and 
she  added  "  It  is  so  long  since  we  have  been  able  to  have  any  meat— and  now 
God  sent  this,  when  we  did  not  expect  it.  0,  He  is  good."  Of  this  same  poor 
woman  it  is  my  privelege  to  add,  that  by  furnishing  her  with  a  few  dollars 
she  was  enabled  to  redeem  from  pawn,  just  as  the  time  was  expiring,  clothing 
and  other  valuables  accessary  for  her  family's  comfort,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  ten  dollars,  for  every  dollar  I  gave  her.  How  easy  are  the  poor  made 
poorer,  and  so,  crushed  and  discouraged ! 

A  German  woman,  in  giving  me  an  account  of  God's  dealings  with  her,  said, 
she  and  her  husband  commenced  life,  determined  to  get  rich.  That  wa9  all 
with  them,  and  well  did  they  succeed ;  business  increased  and  money  increased, 
and  they  thought  of  nothing  but  this  world.  At  length  her  husband  was 
taken  sick,  and  for  two  long  years  they  had  doctors  and  nursing,  their  ex- 
penses being  great.  Business  oould  not  be  attended  to,  and  they  had  much 
trouble.  Then  her  child  sickened  and  died — herself  was  worn  out  and  bro- 
ken down  with  toil,  and  trouble,  and  care.  Then  she  began  to  call  upon  God. 
Very  much  and  very  long  she  prayed.  God  at  length  gave  her  comfort  in 
Him.  "  Just  as  soon  as  I  trust  all  to  Him,"  she  said,  "  I  have  peace  in  my 
heart ;  but  until  God  took  my  health,  my  child,  my  husband's  health,  and 
all  our  money,  I  would  not  give  up  the  world  and,  in  imperfect  English, 
she  added,  "  Got  have  to  give  me  a  hard  licking,  before  I  would  give  ap  all  and 
come  to  Him.  Then,  when  I  got  peace,  I  began  to  pray  for  my  husband.  I 
talked  to  him,  and  he  laughed  at  me.  I  prayed  the  more,  and  the  more  he 
laughed.  He  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  cared  nothing  for  my  religion. 
So  I  prayed  for  him  more  than  a  year.  Then  God  made  my  husband  more 
sick ;  I  thought  I  should  be  left  alone  with  the  children ;  but  God  is  faithful 
and  he  remembered  me,  and  spared  my  husband  and  converted  him  to  him- 
self. And  now,  we  have  not  much  money,  but  we  have  what  is  better,  we  love 
and  worship  God  together,  and  have  peace  and  joy  in  all  he  does,  and  by  and 
by  we  will  get  home  where  he  is. 

While  visiting  from  house  to  house,  about  two  years  ago,  I  learned  that 
there  were  four  brothers  in  one  part  of  my  district  who  had  never  visited  a 
place  of  worship  since  they  came  to  our  oity,  although  their  father  and  mother 
were  pious  people.  I  got  the  children  of  the  two  that  were  married  to  attend 
one  of  our  Sabbath  Schools,  and  often  converged  with  their  wives  on  the  sub- 
ject of  religion,  but  never  succeeded  in  reaching  them  till  they  were  afflicted 
and  laid  aside  from  work.  One  of  them  had  his  leg  broken,  which  kept  him 
at  home  several  months,  and  when  he  revived  a  little  he  began  to  attend  our 
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meetings,  but  left  off  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  his  former  strength.  His 
■wife  still  attends,  and  appears  to  be  seeking  an  interest  in  the  blood  of  the 

Covenant. 

One  New  Tear's  day  I  asked  a  litte  girl,  nine  years  old,  "What  would  you 
think  the  greatest  New  Year's  gift?"  She  paused  a  moment,  and  replied, 
with  a  winning  smile,  "  A  new  heart,  Sir !  "  She  was  a  Sabbath  School  girl. 
I  repeated  this  many  times,  and  once  to  another  Sabbath  School  girl  about 
nine  years  old.    Oh !  Sir,"  she  exclaimed,  "  I  wish  I  had  a  new  heart  too ! " 

It  was  late  in  the  Autumn.  Children  of  the  poor  were  yet  in  the  streets, 
without  shoes,  and  yet  it  was  not  comfortable.  Three  little  creatures  were 
near  me.  One,  a  girl  about  eight  years  old,  was  teaching  a  boy  about  five 
years  old,  the  alphabet.  "  You  go  to  Sabbath  School,  my  dear  little  girl?" 
"Yes,  Sir."  "  And  you  say  your  prayers  ?  "  "Yes,  Sir."  "  And  are  you  teach- 
ing that  little  boy  ? "  "  Yes,  Sir."  "  God  bless  you !  Go  on  in  your  work  of 
love;  your  Father  in  Heaven  will  reward  you." 

I  was  sent  to  the  house  of  a  German  whose  wife  was  very  sick,  and  appa- 
rently willing  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  religion.  She  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, and  lost  both  her  parents  when  she  was  in  her  eleventh  year.  She  had 
no  knowledge  of  herself  as  a  sinner,  or  of  Christ  as  a  Saviour,  and  therefore 
had  no  concern  about  the  salvation  of  her  soul.  After  having  visited  her 
several  times  she  commenced  to  speak  of  her  sinful  life,  and  appeared  to  be 
deeply  distressed  in  mind  on  account  of  her  ignorance  and  past  neglect. 
The  portions  of  Scripture  which  were  read  to  her  by  a  pious  lady  when  she 
lived  in  England,  came  up  to  her  mind,  and  she  wished  to  have  them  read 
to  her  again  by  me.  She  told  me  she  had  a  most  affectionate  husband,  but 
he  never  wished  to  hear  a  word  about  religion,  which  often  grieved  her  very 
much.  She  said  she  was  most  anxious  to  see  me,  as  her  sins  were  pressing 
heavily  on  her  soul,  and  when  she  tried  to  look  to  Jesus  it  appeared  that  He 
only  went  farther  from  her.  She  asked  me  to  repeat  the  hymn,  "  I  lay  my 
sins  on  Jesus,  the  spotless  Lamb  of  God,"  and  remarked  that  these  precious 
lines,  which  I  had  so  often  repeated,  had  given  her  some  faint  hope  in  the 
midst  of  all  her  conflicts.  She  also  wished  to  have  me  repeat  the  hymn,  "  Just 
as  I  am,  without  one  plea  !  " 

When  I  called,  the  next  day,  she  was  more  composed  in  her  mind,  and  on 
the  third  day  her  soul  was  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing.  She  had 
news  to  tell  me  which  she  never  expected  in  this  life,  and  she  knew  that  I 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  it.  She  said  that  her  husband  had  taken  the 
Bible  which  he  had  so  often  despised,  and  having  taken  his  seat  by  her  bed- 
side, commenced  to  read  about  the  sufferings  of  Christ.  She  continued  in  this 
happy  frame  of  mind  for  several  days,  during  which  time  she  often  spoke  of 
her  Christian  mother,  who  had  been  taken  from  her  at  such  an  early  age. 
She  also  spoke  of  the  kind  lady  in  London,  who  had  so  often  spoken  of  a  Sa- 
viour whom  she  then  rejected,  but  now  embraced  as  her  only  hope.  What  an 
encouragement  to  praying  mothers  and  pious  househeepers  to  sow  the  seed  of 
the  Kingdom. 

I  was  called  on  about  six  months  ago  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  child,  whose 
parents  were  Germans.    After  some  time  their  only  surviving  child  entered 
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our  mission  school,  but  is  now  ill  with  scarlet  fever.  I  took  advantage  of  this, 
and  tried  to  show  her  father  and  mother  the  necessity  of  regeneration.  The 
father  spoke  of  his  good  education,  and  the  religious  instruction  he  received 
in  Germany.  He  spoke  of  the  remarks  I  made  at  his  child's  funeral,  and  said 
he  was  very  much  pleased,  hut  he  could  not  at  all  agree  with  us  in  saying 
that  Christians  must  giv«  up  their  amusements  and  forsake  all  worldly  plea- 
sures. With  all  his  earthly  knowledge,  as  well  as  that  of  the  letter  of  the 
Scriptures,  I  found  him  entirely  ignorant  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit.  He  said 
it  was  impossible  to  change  our  disposition,  and  take  away  our  affections  from 
that  which  we  naturally  loved.  I  then  gave  an  account  of  what  the  Spirit 
had  wrought  in  me,  but  he  attributed  the  change  I  had  spoken  of  to  the  pe- 
riod of  life  which  I  had  now  reached,  and  not  to  the  Spirit,  who  mortifies  the 
deeds  of  the  bod}7  and  renews  the  believer  in  the  spirit  of  his  mind.  When  I 
told  him  that  I  was  converted  before  I  reached  my  twenty-first  year,  he  said 
no  more  against  the  doctrine  of  regeneration,  but  remarked  that  the  ministers 
of  his  countr}-  encourage  the  young  people  in  spending  their  Sabbath  after- 
noons and  evenings  in  worldly  amusement,  such  as  dancing,  and  other  plea- 
sures peculiar  to  their  country.  He  took  me  by  the  hand  and  said  he  was 
willing  to  hear  me,  and  if  he  erred  in  doctrine  or  practice,  he  hoped  the  Lord 
would  convince  him  and  lead  his  soul  in  the  right  way  of  truth. 

As  a  temporary  inmate  of  a  respectable  colored  family,  I  found  a  pleasant 
looking  Irish  girl  of  about  eighteen  years.  She  is  an  orphan  who,  from  a 
child,  has  made  her  own  way  in  the  world  as  best  she  could.  Hard  service, 
neglect  and  inexperience,  have  seriously  impaired  her  health,  and  for  rest 
and  good  nursing  she  has  sought  her  present  location,  to  recover  it,  if  not  too 
far  gone.  I  found  her  without  a  hope  that  she  was  a  true  Christian,  but  not 
altogether  ignorant  of  God's  claims  upon  her,  and  the  change  needed  to  pre- 
pare her  for  heaven. 

I  furnished  her  with  suitable  reading,  after  full  conversation  and  prayer 
among  which  was  a  Bible,  and  have  repeated  my  visits  with  encouraging 
success  since.  At  my  last  call  I  was  happy  to  find  her  beginning  to  "see  men 
as  trees  walking."  She  says  she  "loves  the  Bible,  and  loves  prayer."  WThen 
I  asked  her  from  whence  came  that  love  of  God's  word  and  love  of  prayer  ? 
she  looked  earnestly  at  me,  and  with  a  subdued  smile  said,  "  it  must  come 
from  God."  She  now  seems  to  be  diligently  seeking  for  more  light,  and  stron- 
ger confidence  in  God's  love  and  mercy.  It  has  been,  from  the  first,  a  deeply 
interesting  case  to  me,  and  I  strongly  hope  she  is  a  chosen  vessel  for  the  mas- 
ter's use. 

One  day  last  summer  I  visited  a  Sabbath  School,  where  one  of  the  teachers 
of  a  Bible  class  was  absent.  The  superintendent  requested  me  to  take  the 
class. 

I  soon  saw  that  one  of  the  class  was  in  an  inquiring  state  of  mind,  and 
thinking  that  I  might  not  have  another  opportunity  of  urging  the  claims  of 
God,  I  would  do  so  effectually  if  possible. 

It  seemed  evident  that  the  Spirit  was  present,  to  "  work  in  her  both  to  will 
and  to  do."  As  our  interview  closed  I  felt  confident  that  it  would  not  be  in 
vain.  I  heard  nothing  from  her  until  New  Year's  day,  when  a  sister  of  hers 
called  at  my  house.  I  inquired  how  her  sister  was.   "0,  I  have  called  to  tell 
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you  that  she  has  found  Christ  precious  to  her  soul  "  I  was  glad  to  hear  it, 
hut  not  surprised,  for  I  not  only  desired  it  but  expected  it,  because  God  has 
said,  "  My  word  shall  not  return  unto  me  void." 

One  day  I  met  on  the  side-walk  a  stranger.  His  pale  and  sickly  counte- 
nance, with  his  careful  and  measured  step,  told  but  too  plainly  that  he  had 
a  disease  deep  seated,  if  not  incurable.  I  felt  axious  to  know  ivhat  he  was, 
more  than  who  he  was.  I  soon  overtook  him,  and  as  I  came  up  said  to  him, 
"Friend,  you  look  as  though  you  did  not  enjoy  good  health."  "0  no;  my 
health  is  very  poor  and  has  been  for  some  time  past,  and  I  feel  almost  dis- 
couraged." After  requesting  him  to  look  to  God  for  comfort  I  left  him,  with 
the  assurance  that  I  would  call  and  see  him  at  his  house,  which  he  pointed 
out  to  me.  Soon  after  I  called  to  see  him,  and  found  he  was  no  better.  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  thought  of  our  conversation  in  the  street.  He  said  he 
had.  "  Well,  what  have  you  thought  about  it  ?  "  "I  have  thought  that  if 
there  is  a  Heaven,  and  if  I  die  I  shall  go  there."  "  What  makes  you  think 
so  ?  "  "  Because  I  am  not  a  great  sinner ;  I  have  always  done  as  I  would  be 
done  by."  "  Is  that  the  ground  of  your  hope  ? "  "  Why  yes,  what  more  would 
you  have  me  do  ?  "  said  he.  "  I  would  have  you  be  a  Christian.  If  you  have 
never  felt  yourself  to  be  a  great  sinner  you  have  never  felt  the  need  of  a  great 
Saviour,  and  probably  you  have  never  applied  to  Christ  for  salvation.  You 
have  felt  that  you  were  too  good  to  need  conversion."  It  was  very  evident 
that  the  path  he  had  marked  out  was  hedged  up. 

I  turned  to  his  wife,  and  saw  that  she  felt  a  deeper  interest  than  he  did. 
I  told  her  as  plainly  as  I  could  her  duty,  to  all  of  which  she  readily  assented, 
and  as  willingly  agreed  to  perform. 

The  next  time  I  called  she  looked  downcast  and  sad,  and  was  hardly  will- 
ing to  answer  a  question.  I  asked  her  if  she  had  found  her  heart  less  willing 
than  she  expected  to  ?  "  Yes,  that  is  it  exactly,"  said  she.  "  Then  you  have 
found  out  all  that  I  expected  you  would  by  doing  what  I  told  you  to." 

They  were  both  led  to  see  that  Christ  must  do  for  us,  or  nothing  will  be 
done.    They  sought  and  found  peace. 

Some  months  since,  as  I  entered  the  jail  one  Sabbath,  I  met  in  the  hall 
three  men  in  conversation  in  relation  to  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation. 
As  they  could  not  agree,  they  requested  me  to  aid  them  in  their  discussion. 
One  of  the  three  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  one  a  Protestant,  but  not  a  Christian, 
and  the  other  a  Universalist.  As  the  question  was,  does  the  Bible  teach  the 
doctrine  of  universal  salvation  ?  I  of  course  took  the  side  of  the  Protestant  and 
Catholic.  After  discussing  the  question  at  considerable  length  the  Universa- 
list said,  "  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  in  one  thing,  that  we  are  all  sin- 
ners." "Certainly,  and  I  think  you  must  agree  with  me  in  another  fact 
equally  manifest,  that  if  we  are  all  sinners  we  are  not  all  saints."  They  all 
agreed  that  the  argument  was  fairly  closed,  and  the  Universalist  silenced. 
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